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Apiary Meetings  -   DOUNHURST 
 

 

Sat 03rd July 

 

Beginners/Intermediate  12:00       Advanced  2:30pm   
 

We will have a discussion about making increase immediately after tea, and all 

members are welcome.   

 

Mon 5th July 3:00pm and 6:30 pm  - Preliminary Group Only – Please Book 

Fri 9th July 3:00pm and 6:30 pm  - Preliminary Group Only – Please Book 

Wed 14th July 6:30 pm      &    BBQ 

Thur 15th July 3:00pm and 6:30 pm  - Preliminary Group Only – Please Book 

Fri 23rd July 3:00pm and 6:30 pm  - Preliminary Group Only – Please Book 

Sat 24th July Beginners/Intermediate  12:00       Advanced  2:30pm     

 

Officers and Contact Information: 

President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

 
Chairman Mr Tom Moore 01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

Hon. Treasurer Mr Gordon Allan 01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

Hon. Secretary Mr John Glover 01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169 judyknight@hotmail.co.uk 

Newsletter Mr Chris Peach 01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com 

Website   www.wgbka.org.uk 

 

mailto:roger-patterson@btconnect.com
mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Nov08/wgbkanews@cpeach.com
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/
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PATTERSON IN PRINT 
 

I had a computer problem for a few days and was unable to access emails, so apologies to those who 
didn‟t have a quick response. Member Neil Peck sorted it out for me and apparently found a problem with 
Microsoft “patches” that were conflicting with each other. Those of you who now find you are receiving 
the usual number of messages have Neil to thank. 
 
This summer seems to be moving quicker than all previous ones and I still seem to be as busy as ever. 
When I ran my own business I realised there were 168 hours in the week and now I am “retired” I find 
that is still the case. There always seems to be a number of reasons why I can‟t grab some sleep. There 
is a huge amount happening with bees and I have to admit that my own have a right to feel a bit 
neglected. 
 
Regular visitors to the apiary will know there is a lot going on. On June 12th we had 8 Demonstrators, 
with 6 ability groups. Mike Bunyan took 4 members on the WG Basic assessment, and Daisy taught 16 
members how to clip drones in the hope they will now be able to clip their own queens without removing 
all their legs. 
 
Apart from the odd problem the queen rearing group is going well and we have now used three methods 
of larva “management” – punched cell, grafting, and Cupkit. We have started to filter some of our queens 
into the apiary and we will keep a close eye on their progress. I have done some wing morphometry on 
most of our colonies and the “nativeness” varies from 2-73%, a very wide result, but by culling the lower 
ones and rearing queens from the higher ones I hope we can improve them. I will soon be doing a 
morphometry demonstration, so if you are interested please contact me. Each sample takes just over an 
hour. There is an article on wing morphometry in the current issue of BBKA News. 
 
I don‟t think this newsletter is the right place to discuss the GM issue, but I know some beekeepers have 
strong views in both directions. It appears there has been a Government policy shift towards the use of 
GM crops. There has apparently been a recent German court case (subject to appeal), that has led to the 
current EU position of giving honey with GM pollen in it a “non-marketable” status. We will all need to 
keep a close eye on things. 
 
I guess some of you know there was concern about one colony that was supplies for demonstration at 
the South of England Show. It was removed before the show started because it had come from an apiary 
where EFB had been found in another colony. Graham Elliott, Maggie Turner and myself were 
demonstrating on the first morning and almost by luck I spotted a few cells in one of the remaining 
colonies that looked a little like EFB. There were probably less than 20 cells altogether on a couple of 
combs. I asked a Surrey beekeeper who has had experience of EFB, and between us we weren‟t totally 
convinced. I understand that colony was subsequently diagnosed as positive. 
 
In 47 years of beekeeping that was the first time I have spotted EFB, and that is one of the dangers of the 
disease. I see very many more colonies than the average beekeeper, and it is important we all know 
what to look for. I had a discussion with Regional bee Inspector Alan Byham after the event and he told 
me that in general if a beekeeper spots a problem the colony is usually in a very advanced state. The 
Bee Inspectors discover 80% of the cases of Foul Brood. As a BKA we try to be responsible and have 
regular Bee Health Days with the Bee Inspectors. If you have a chance then I suggest you go on them. I 
try to encourage beekeepers to check every colony every time they inspect it and to be able to recognise 
healthy brood. 
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PATTERSON IN PRINT Contd… 
 
If there is anything wrong with it then investigate further. A couple of years ago I spotted what I thought 
was EFB in one of my colonies and called in Alan. On seeing it he said “Yes, that‟s EFB”, but did a test 
that showed negative. He didn‟t know what the problem was, but in a recent conversation where we 
recalled the incident he said he had given it a lot of thought and now thinks it may have been Black 
Queen Cell Virus. Even the expert was fooled, but if you think you have a problem it is much better to call 
in help and Alan certainly won‟t mind it being a false alarm. 
 
 
There are some good beekeeping events coming up, two of them in Ireland. The Irish Summer School is 
a very good and reasonable priced week  
 
http://www.irishbeekeeping.ie/gormanston/2010programme.html. 
 
 There are lectures and demonstration for everyone. They are graded as Preliminary, Intermediate and 
Advanced. There will probably be 250-300 beekeepers of all ages and abilities and it is a good way to 
meet other beekeepers. The other one is the BIBBA Conference  “Going Native - The Practicalities of 
Breeding Local Honeybees.” http://www.bibba.com/conference_2010.php . I shall be at both of them. 
 
 

. 

 
 

Ability Groups. 
 
Despite the notices in the newsletter and the website we still have members who turn up to meetings and 
go in the wrong ability group. 
 
The Preliminary Group is for those who are just starting beekeeping. These meetings are usually held 
outside our scheduled dates. 
 
The Beginners and Intermediate Groups are on Wednesdays and 12.00 – 2.30 on Saturdays. ALL 
members are allowed to come to these, except those in the Preliminary Group. 
 
The Advanced Group are Wednesday, and 2.30 onwards on Saturdays. This group is by invitation only 
as the tuition is at a higher level. 
 
I initially guessed at where members should be based on the last time I saw them, and with guidance 
from other Demonstrators. I tended to be cautious as it is probably easier to move members up than 
down. Several have been moved up as a result of input from the Demonstrators. This is based on colony 
handling ability, knowledge, and willingness to learn, not length of time beekeeping. 
 
If I have not allocated you an ability group please ask me either by email or the next time you come to the 
apiary. 

 

 

http://www.irishbeekeeping.ie/gormanston/2010programme.html
http://www.bibba.com/conference_2010.php
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EQUIPMENT FOR SALE AT THE APIARY 
 

 
 

FRAMES  -  (in kit form)     EACH 
  

DN1  for National brood chamber (also fit WBC) ………….…………      60p 
  

SN1  for National supers …………………………………………..……      60p 
  

Frame nails, small bag …………………………………………………     £1.00p 

 
 

FOUNDATION   
 

Unwired National super (For Cut Comb) …………………………………….      40p 
  

Wired National super ……………………………………...…………….      50p 

(Comes in drone cell or worker cell size – please specify which is required) 
  

Wired National brood …………………………………………..……….      80p 

 

We also have some sheets with drone base, to use for drone culling. 
 

 

SPACERS 
 

Narrow – Plastic Ends             10p each 
 

Metal Castellated Spacers in 9,10 and 11-slot (National Hive)   £ 1.80 per pair 

 
 

APIGUARD 
 

Single treatment sachets (two required for treatment of a full colony). £  2.10 
 

10 Sachet Pack        £20.00 

 

PLASTIC SYRINGE 

 

50ml, for application of oxalic acid and other treatments..... £1.25 

 
 

Prices correct as at March 2010. 

 

Where possible please order ahead of apiary meetings so that your order can be put together ready for 

you, minimising disruption and delay on the day.  Order by email or telephone to Tom Moore, 

stone.house@btinternet.com  01798 343470. 

Payment by cash, or cheques made payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green. 

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com
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BEEKEEPERS SUPPER 
 

Our annual Beekeepers Supper will be held this year on 9th October in Pulborough Village Hall. 

For those of you who have never been before, this is an evening where we all get a chance to sit and 

chat with friends and family to all those folk you meet – usually obscured by mesh and smoke!  You 

pay a small amount to cover essentials and drinks…and then bring with you either a salad, pud or 

cheese and biscuits to share. It makes a wonderful end to a hectic summer season – don‟t miss it !   

 

 

WISBOROUGH GREEN HONEY SHOW 
 
The Wisborough Green Honey Show is creeping up on us fast – it‟s never too early to start thinking 

about entries – your oilseed rape honey needs show-standard preparation now – before it sets solid!  

The Show is held as part of the Wisborough Green Horticultural Society Show, always held on August 

Bank Holiday : 30th August, and is a wonderful afternoon of stalls, competitions and a marquee – not 

only stuffed with beautiful crafts, art and giant veg – but with honey, mead, comb and recipes for „good 

things to eat‟ using honey. Karen and Judy are in the final stages of preparation of the show schedule, 

and our judge this year will be Mr Symes from Berkshire.   

 

If you are preparing your oilseed rape honey, here are a few hints and tips on preparing show quality 

exhibits: 

 

 Extract oilseed rape honey promptly – it will set within days! 

 If it is already starting to look grainy – warm it gently – next to a woodburner / Rayburn / boiler is ideal. 

 Strain through a sieve to remove any wax pieces 

 Strain through honey cloth / muslin to make clear and bright, and leave for the air bubbles to rise. 

 Use spotless and matching B.S. squat honey jars – ideally from the same jar batch (- if you are a 
novice, try to swap a couple of jars with a more experienced beekeeper who may have a stock).  

 Make sure you fill to the „fill line‟ which is marked on the inside of the jar neck, or at least, fill so that 
when the lid is on, there is no daylight between lid and honey. 

 Use a warm spoon to skim off any bubbley „scum‟ which appears – before it sets solid. 

 Add a pristine lid, and leave undisturbed to set to perfection!   
 

Any experienced member will be pleased to help and advise, and there will be more hints and tips for 

other exhibits next month
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Proposed future Apiary Meetings 2010 
 

 
Sat 

 
Aug 14 
Aug 28 
Sept 18 
Oct 16 
Nov 06 

 

 
Wed 

 
Aug 4 

 
 

 
Car Sharing 
 
Ever thought about car sharing?  A list of members as attached (or has been emailed) and it may be that 
a member lives nearby so that you can share in the experience of Beekeeping. It also saves on the 
number of cars parking at Dounhurst and would ease congestion. 
 

Teas 
 
Tea and biscuits will be available at the end of the main Saturday sessions (at approximately 2.30).  
 
Maggie Turner is organising the rota of volunteers, so if you are willing to help on one occasion please 
contact Maggie (see Members List for contact details). 
 

 
Winter Lectures 
 
Does anyone have a particular Lecture or Lecturer that may be of interest to members?  If so please 
drop a line to John Glover and see what subjects we can include.  Remember, if you don’t ask you don’t 
get! 
 
 

Do you know a bee-friendly architect?........... 
 
We need to provide drawings for the Planning Department of the District Council for the storage facilities 
and covered area at the new apiary site.  They are keen that we are eco-friendly, and have facilities that 
look in keeping with the woodland environment – even though they will not be visible from outside, other 
than by helicopter. 
 
We are looking for a friendly architect who could advise and draw up the plans for us, and who will do so 
for a modest fee (or less!). 
 
Can you help? 
 
If so, please contact Gordon on 01798 343470 or by email on: petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 
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NOTICES 
 
 

EXTRACTOR 
 
 
Heather Bentley, an ex WG member who gave up due to a back problem, contacted me today to say 
she has a honey extractor she wants to give to someone. I don’t know how old it is or its condition, but 
Heather says she will give it to anyone who will take it. 

 
Heather lives in Amberley, her phone number is 01798 831801. 

 
 

FOUNDATION 
 
We finally have new stocks of BS (National) shallow foundation for supers, in both worker and drone 
cell sizes. Available from the apiary on regular meeting dates, or if your need is urgent then can be 
picked up from Tom in Petworth (by prior arrangement). 
 
Price 50p per sheet. 
 
 

FOR SALE 
 
The following items are for offered for Sale as a whole by Tony Overington. 
 
 
 
3 x white WBC Hives (EH Taylor) 
 
Brood Box and Supers (WBC)  and extra lifts 
 
1 x National Hive complete 
 
4 Frame (EH Taylor) Extractor 
 
Electric Uncapping Tray 
 
1 Plastic Bottling Bucket 
 
Drawn Supers 
 
Frames and Foundation 
 
 
 
Price £1000   
 
Please ring  Tony on  01403 700328 if interested. 
 


